
















Dear Editor,

I recently heard about something that happened in Texas which I thought to share 
with your readers!

A man came over offering his services as a painter to a woman putting gas in her 
car and gave her his card. She said no, but politely accepted his card and drove 
away. The man then got into a car driven by another guy. As she left the service 
station, she noticed the men following her. Almost immediately, she started to feel 
dizzy and couldn't catch her breath. She tried to open the window and realized 
that an odor was on the hand which had accepted the card at the gas station.

She noticed the men were still immediately behind her and feeling a sense of panic 
she drove into the first driveway and began to honk her horn repeatedly to ask 
for help. The men drove away but she continued to feel pretty bad for several 
minutes until she could finally catch her breath. Apparently, there was a substance 
on the card that could have seriously injured her. This drug is used by people who 
wish to incapacitate someone in order to steal or worse. It is four times more 
dangerous than the date rape drug and is transferable on simple cards.

Your readers should take heed not to accept cards at any given time when alone 
or from someone unknown on the streets. This applies to those making house 
calls or slipping you a card when they offer their services . I don't want to scare 
people unneccessarily but a little caution might called for.

D.J. Beverly Hills

Dear SENSE,

A question for you to consider and for your readers to ponder as we listen to 
stories of billions being needed to shore up this and that.

How many actual zeros are there in a billion? When you next hear anyone casually 
use the word 'billion', think about how one advertising agency did a great job of 
putting the difficult to comprehend figure into some perspective in one of it's 
releases.

A billion seconds ago it was 1959. . 

A billion minutes ago Jesus was alive.

A billion hours ago our ancestors were living in the Stone Age.

A billion days ago no-one walked on the earth on two feet. 

A billion dollars ago was only 8 hours and 20 minutes, at the rate the government 
is spending it.

And speaking of spending...

Louisiana Senator, Mary Landrieu (D) has asked Congress for 250 BILLION 
DOLLARS to rebuild New Orleans.  What does that mean?  Well, if you are one 
of the 484,674 residents of New Orleans -every man, woman, and child you will 
each get $516,528. Or, if you have one of the 188,251 homes in New Orleans, your 
home gets $1,329,787. Or, if you are a family of four your family gets $2,066,012.

Now how does that add up?

Mathematically challenged in W. Hollywood

F rom our Readers

Mr Editor,

I'm amazed that there is a question regarding the bailout of the American Auto 
Industry.  This has been a backbone of the United States for more than 75 
years, much more so then prospective stock gambles, and insider trading.  The 
corporation has become a plague on the American people, and as long as 
we're handing out money, it's only right we include everyone.

Let us know what you like, let us know what you don’t. Send your 
letters to SENSE Magazine either by E-Mail at Contact@sensela.com 
or by snail mail at SENSE Magazine 1431 Ocean Ave. Suite 500 
Santa Monica, California 90401 United States

Dear Sir:

I wanted to thank you for a couple of really informative articles from your last 
issue. After reading your piece about the Bel Air Hotel I decided it would be 
a great place to take my boyfriend and his family who were visiting from the 
East Coast. I'm an LA native and, to be honest, I don't think I'd even known 
the hotel existed.  My boyfriend's family is from Boston and they hadn't 
realized that LA even had anywhere so sophisticated. But that's not all! His 
Dad is a real wine snob. Because I'd also read your really great guide to wine, 
I threw in a couple of the new words I'd learned when they were choosing. 
His Dad was really surprised! So thanks so much guys. 

Lindsay.

When will alternative power be no longer alternative, but rather the 
standard?  I don't know if anyone is aware, but there is quite an abundant 
source of energy out there known as the sun.  It actually is around everyday, 
and is what we base that thing we call time on.  So hopefully we can remind 
ourselves of its existence without having to look, lest we hurt our eyes.  The 
sun in one day, pelts the Earth's surface with enough energy to power us for 
seven years.  Now I'm no economist, but maybe I should be, because I don't 
think the Sun will require any form of  payment (much to the disagreement 
of certain ancient cultures, sacrifices, effigies etc...), and quite frankly, if we lose 
it, well, our problems will be more abundant than even the Sun's energy.  Oh 
yeah, and that wind thing, we can use that too.

Dear Sir,

So like what's the deal with tv?  I mean, there are now several online provid-
ers of nearly every show on prime time with limited commercial interruption, 
and some of their advertisers even include television providers.  Not sure 
when I'll need to convert to digital either, but I'm kind of tired of hearing 
about it.  It seems to me like this whole digital thing has pretty much taken 
over.  I can also now (thanks to a once a day company) rent movies, buy music, 
television series and much much more without rising from the couch.  While 
Time Warner still can't spell my name right on the bill.  What's the deal cable 
guys?  Why are you so oblivious to technology?  Perhaps the signature 
comedic symbol, the Road Runner, has been taken a little too literally.  
Dynamite won't put the digital age out of its misery, maybe we need to start 
thinking outside the Acme box.
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